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Next Meeting 
Saturday, 5th August, 2017   

Location: the property of Peter and Margaret Olde  - 140 Russell Lane, Oakdale NSW 

2570 .  mob:0432 187 025 

Program: 
10.30am  -Arrive – tea /coffee - Please bring a plate to share. 
11.00am: - General Meeting – Waratahs – to license or not to license. See 
article on p2. We may have a say. 
12.00pm: - Lunch  - Please bring a plate to share. 
1.00pm: - Farm walk – check out the changes.  
3.00pm: - Afternoon Tea  
 

PLEASE JOIN US  

Peter is a commercial grower and a collector of Australian native plants, many are 

unusual or rare.  The garden is magnificent. Possible new varieties to commercialize.  

Managing Problem Native Animals in Wildflower Plantations. 

Suggested procedure – adapted from a talk given by Len Tesoriero (DPI) 
• Accurate and timely identification of problem animal, 
• Understand problem animal’s habits – may require both observation and 

research, 
• Develop an integrated management approach, 
• Trial strategies (may be novel as strategies used may need to be unique to a site), 

and critically evaluate, 
• Redesign/adjust strategies, 
• Implement improved strategy/ies. 

Please note: All native animals are protected by law in NSW and removing or relocating 
any is illegal. Attempt to resolve negative interactions with wildlife using non-
destructive methods. However, in certain circumstances it may be possible to obtain an 
Occupier licence to harm native animals on private property. For further information go 
to environment.nsw.gov.au under Licences and Permits (licences to control or harm). 

                

http://environment.nsw.gov.au/
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The 2007 DPI publication “Managing bird damage to fruit and other horticultural crops” 
is a pdf document which can be downloaded free of charge. Whilst not specific to 
wildflowers, the PDF identifies likely culprit birds and has numerous options for bird 
management. 

The NSW Office of Environment and Heritage has Native Animal Fact Sheets on its web 
site (environment.nsw.gov.au) which outline characteristics of an animal and if 
appropriate, offer suggestions for managing the animal. 

 

Cut Flower and Whole Plant Consultative Committee Meeting Report 

Friday 7th July was the initial meeting between the Implementation and Licensing 
Officers from the NSW Office of Environment and Planning and representatives of WFA, 
WIN, East Coast Wildflowers and other stakeholders in the NSW Native Whole Plant and 
Cut Flower Industry, to review existing cut-flower licensing arrangements and to 
identify where beneficial changes can be made and still comply with requirements 
under the 2016 NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act and Commonwealth requirements 
for export of protected cut flowers. 

The meeting was both informative and consultative.  Outlined was the risk based 
approach provided for in the new Act, along with improved community education, a 
focus on compliance resources and activities and a reduction in ‘red tape’. In addition, 
all new licenses are to be rebadged as Biodiversity conservation Licenses, there will be a 
public register of all new licensees issued after the new act starts on 25th August 2017. 
The public register will not include any personal information of licenses (eg. names and 
addresses). All existing protected plant provisions are retained, however, offences 
attract increased penalties.  

In the consultation part of the meeting relevant to cut flower growers, it was indicated 
by the Licensing Officer that NPWS were prepared to look at removing the waratah 
from the protected plant list. In the ensuing discussion, the question of illegal picking of 
waratahs for commercial purposes from the wild was raised. A number of participants 
indicated that waratahs in the wild should continue to be protected. How can they be 
protected? Answer, by licensing legitimate growers. What does this entail? At the worst, 
tagging every stem, which is costly for the grower and, as the tag can be easily removed, 
serves little purpose. 

A flush of waratah in the wild will only occur in an area where waratah plants exist and 
for one or two years after a wildfire. Such areas exist within a 150 radius of Sydney and 
are in National Parks or on forestry land. Generally, it is the flowers which are harvested 
and not the plants. Such areas can be monitored and, if necessary, appropriate actions, 
including press releases, made by the authorities. 

Protected cut flowers for export require a Commonwealth export permit. For each 5 
year period, States are required to submit to the Commonwealth quantities grown of 
protected species for which export permits have been granted. This means that each 
grower who holds a license for one or more species will be expected to submit an 
annual return to the NSW licensing authority. As waratahs are one of the not so many 
species of NSW protected native flowers that are exported, it would be good to have 
statistics on numbers grown – something which currently doesn’t exist. 

http://environment.nsw.gov.au/
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There will be a further CC meeting on 17th August 2017. It would be good to have 
feedback on how to classify the waratah in NSW – as a protected cut flower or not 
as a protected cut flower. This will be a topic for discussion at the WIN 5th August 
meeting advertised elsewhere in this newsletter. 

                            
 

WIN and Funding of the Wildflower Cut Flower Industry 

Each year WIN, at its annual general meeting sets a membership subscription fee. This 
fee reflects anticipated annual expenses (including sponsorships) plus a small 
additional percentage for the year ahead. We anticipate membership will remain 
relatively stable and if there is a decline in membership, the small additional percentage 
allows us to cover our annual expenses. Some years, there is a small surplus. 

The membership fee does not cover the cost of any project we may wish to undertake, 
or for WIN to participate in any industry wide project which we may be asked to 
participate in. 

WIN also has a ‘gentlemans’ agreement with growers of the waratah Starfire to pay an 
end point royalty of 10cents per stem sold annually. This is an effort to raise additional 
funds. Although the product appears on each starfire growers’ invoice each year, the 
amount collected is small. 

At our last meeting, the question of a grower levy was canvassed. The value of a levy 
was recognised and generally seen as important by members present, but it was 
dismissed for the following reasons. Size of industry is small so any levy to raise a 
significant amount of money would have to be quite large; how to collect given the 
diversity that exists within the industry; no one collection point eg pot levy, co-
operative.  

In the past where WIN has decided to mount a project, usually a problem to be solved, 
such as bract browning in waratahs, or manipulating the waratah flowering period, 
growers have been invited to pledge a contribution over a specified time (either in 
money or in kind or both) to raise the required funds. The size of contributions vary 
from grower to grower and not all growers participate. In each of the projects 
mentioned, the WIN contribution has been only a fraction of the overall cost. The 
projects have been undertaken in conjunction with Sydney University and RIRDC who 
have also significantly contributed. Pledges have worked well, although project 
outcomes have not necessarily been as anticipated. 

In the past, RIRDC considered the Wildflower industry as an emerging industry, but 
now considers the Wildflower Industry as mature, so funding arrangements are not as 
generous. 
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Over the past 10 years there have been many RIRDC publications produced resulting 
from work done by various industry members and industry projects undertaken. These 
publications should be seen as a valuable resource for growers and for new entrants 
into the industry. We thank RIRDC for their support in making these publications freely 
available as PDF docments which can be downloaded from their web site 
www.rirdc.gov.au. 

 

If you have not renewed your membership for 2017, and are intending to do so please 
forward $75. Make cheques payable to Wildflower Industry Network NSW Inc. or 
make a direct  payment to Macarthur Credit Union (BSB 802388)  a/c 66515 – 
Wildflower Industry network NSW Inc. Please include Name/Company Name. 
If you are sending a cheque the address is Rosemary Viggers, PO Box 120, Kurmond, 
NSW. 2757. ph 02  45677685. Email: rosemary.viggers@westnet.com.au  

If you are cancelling your membership please let Rosemary know. 

 

Wild About Waratahs Festival 

It is Waratah Festival time again. Your support for WIN’s contribution to this event will 
be greatly appreciated. The Festival dates for 2017 are Saturday 23rd September 
through to Monday 2nd October incl. 

Support can be donations of quality Australian wildflowers, particularly, but not 
exclusively waratahs, and filler flowers and foliage for the floral displays and/or entries 
into the waratah blooms competition. 

The aim of the Festival is to present to the public the diversity of form and colour that is 
to be found in the waratah. It is hoped that an increased awareness of cultivated 
waratah selections will aid the protection of existing wild stands of waratah. 

Last year the Gardens had approximately 10,000 visitors to the Festival. WIN sees this 
Festival as a promotion of wildflowers, especially waratahs in their various forms to the 
public.  

In addition to WIN, other sponsors for the event are East Coast Wildflowers and Protea 
Flora from Victoria. To continue the magnificent floral spectacular that visitors have 
come to expect, we need grower contributions.  

Further details about the Festival and how you can support this event will be sent out in 
early September. 

                                        

http://www.rirdc.gov.au/
mailto:rosemary.viggers@westnet.com.au
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Floristry Competition 2017 update 

WIN is a Silver sponsor for this competition. The National competition has for many 
years been run by WFA. Wildflowers are included in the Vocational colleges curriculum. 
For many years WFA has conducted an annual wildflower competition where a theme is 
set and students’ from the participating colleges interpret the theme following the rules 
set. The 2017 theme is A table centrepiece for a special occasion or event 

The following colleges have responded to this year’s invitation to participate: Pearson’s 
School of Floristry, Sydney; South Metro TAFE, WA; The Flower School, Brisbane; 
Holmesglen Institute of TAFE, Vic; Sydney Institute of TAFE, Ultimo; Gold Coast 
Floristry and Retail, Qld and TAFE NSW South Western Sydney Institute, Padstow. 

Full details of this years competition and results for previous years’ competitions 
competition can be found on the WFA web site wildflowersaustalia.com.au 

 

Canopy management strategies for wildflower crops – A practical manual  

 

JUNE 2015 

RIRDC 

PublicationNo. 

15/058  

 
 

For recent RIRDC Wildflower Publications. Go to http://www.rirdc.gov.au and under 
publications scroll down to Wildflowers. 

 

Christmas Bell Plants - Clearance Sale 

After 25 years of flower growing, Beverley and I are approaching the end of productivity 
and looking for a way out. 

We have built up a unique resource of Blandfordia grandiflora plants – about 40,000. 
We are looking to disperse them. We would be happiest to see them remain in 
moderately large plantings. Already, some considerable holdings have have been set up. 

We are taking out whole beds and selling the best plants as follows: 

Large: potted individually in 10 litre poly bags - $10 

Medium: Potted individually in 7 litre poly bags, - $6 

Young plants and bare rooted splits - $4. 

Each plant is accompanied by a brief instruction sheet. 

Gordon Dick 

http://wildflowersaustalia.com.au/
http://www.rirdc.gov.au/
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